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Rappaport’s 
Classification

1956 and 1966

Nodular Diffuse

Lymphocytic, well differentiated
Lymphocytic, poorly differentiated
Mixed, lymphocytic-reticulum cell 

Histiocytic
Undifferentiated

Very simple with some clinical impact
One-man vision

Histogenetically incorrect:
Well and poorly differentiated

Histiocytic



In 1974, after the London 
Conference in 1973, 
several new classification 
proposals were published 
in The Lancet. In fact, it 
was felt that the 
Rappaports’ one was 
inadequate in the light of 
new immunology data.

………..



Lukes and Collins 
Classification, 1974

B-cell T-cell

Small lymphocyte B (CLL, PLL, HCL)    Small lymphocyte (CLL, PLL)

Plasmacytic – lymphocytic Cerebriform T (MF/SS)

Small cleaved FCC

Large cleaved FCC

Large non-cleaved FCC IBL-like T-cell lymphoma

Small non-cleaved FCC (Burkitt, non Burkitt)        T convoluted

B-immunoblastic sarcoma T-immunoblastic sarcoma

Histogenetically sound

No immediate clinical-prognostic impact





1978: Malignant Lymphomas Other Than 

Hodgkin’s Disease.







Low-grade

A. Small lymphocytic (consisted with CLL, plasmacytoid)

B. Follicular (predominantly small cleaved, diffuse areas, sclerosis)

C. Follicular (small cleaved and large cell, diffuse areas, sclerosis)

Intermediate-grade

D. Follicular (predominantly large cell)

E. Diffuse (small cleaved cell, sclerosis)

F. Diffuse (mixed, small and large cell, sclerosis, epithelioid component)

G. Diffuse (large cell, cleaved and non-cleaved)

High grade

H. Large cell (immunoblastic: plasmacytoid, clear cell, polymorphous, epithelioid component) 

I. Lymphoblastic (convoluted, non-convoluted)

J. Small non-cleaved cell (Burkitt’s, follicular areas)





1988: The Updated Kiel Classification B T

Low-grade malignant lymphomas

Lymphocytic (CLL, PLL, HCL) Lymphocytic (CLL, PLL)
Small cerebriform (MF, SS)

Lymphoplasmacytic/-cytoid (immunocytoma) Lympho-epithelioid (Lennert’s)
Plasmacytic Angioimmunoblastic
Centroblastic-centrocytic T-zone lymphoma

follicular ± diffuse
diffuse

Centrocytic (mantle cell) Pleomorphic, small cell (HTLV-1±)
Monocytoid, including MZL

High-grade malignant lymphomas

Centroblastic Pleomorpihc, medium-sized and
large cell (HTLV-1±)

Immunoblastic Immunoblastic (HTLV-1±)
Burkitt’s lymphoma
Large Anaplastic (Ki-1+) Large Anaplastic (Ki-1+)

Lymphoblastic
Lymphoblastic

Rare types Rare types



No communication between Europe and 
USA with detriment for patients and science

Kiel
(WF)

WF
(Kiel)



International Lymphoma Study Group (ILSG)

(Royal College of Pathologists, London, April 30th, 1991)



• Produced by consensus at two 
meetings held in Berlin, April 1993 and  
Boston, May 1994,

by haematopathologists not authors 
of previous classifications.

• Published in: Blood 1994, 84:1361-92.



Based on entities (accepted and provisional)

No histological grade of malignancy

Immunologically oriented

Hodgkin lymphoma added to the list 



The Diagnosis of Haemato-Lymphoid Neoplasms is  an Integrated Process 

Sample

Tissue

Cytology

Clinical 

Information

Morphological Patterns

• Architecture

• Cytology

Phenotype

DIAGNOSIS

Specific Entity

Prognosis

Therapeutic Targets

Cytogenetics

Molecular Biology

KI-67

EBV

Cell of origin





Blood, 89:3909-18, 1997

Omaha Conference, September 1997

With the direct involvement of SH and EAHP, which were 
asked to find the economic support for the CAC Meeting 

thanks to unrestricted donations.



2001



WHO CAC Meeting - Airlie House - March 8-9, 2007



2008



Chicago, CAC – Lymphoid. 3/31 – 4/2, 2014Chicago, CAC – Myeloid. 3/31 – 4/2, 2014 



2017



Director of IARC in 2021 (no longer in office) 

• No involvement of SH and EAHP.

• NO CAC Meeting.

• Direct recruitment of panelists.

• No provisional entities





Short-
medium 

term 
perspectives

Reconciliation
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